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What is Primary Times?
• Primary Times is a free ‘what’s on, where to go’ magazine targeting the parents and 

teachers of primary school children (aged 4-11).

• Published 4 times a year prior to school holidays, Primary Times is distributed to families 
via their child’s school bag.

• Primary Times in Derbyshire & Staffordshire distributes over 40,000 copies per  
issue and is part of national networking distributing more than  
2.2 million copies in 59 regions across the UK and Ireland.  
BPA Audited. 

What’s in Primary Times?
• The most comprehensive whats on guide for families  

in the region.

• Local and national information for parents and teachers in 
Derbyshire & Staffordshire including learning and party resources.

• Reader offers and news from local communities and schools.

Over 35 
years in 

print!

Derbyshire & Staffordshire

The definitive what’s on and where to go family guide of  
activities and events for children of primary school age.



Why advertise in Primary Times?
• NICHE MARKETING – Primary Times 

is targeted at a very specific market ie 
families with children. No wastage.

• EFFECTIVE DISTRIBUTION - over 
40,000 copies to families through 
primary schools and taken home in the 
children’s book bags.

• GOOD TIMING - just before every 
school holiday families receive fresh 
information just when they need it.

• RETENTION VALUE - the listings and 
money off vouchers ensure reference 
and retention for at least 6 weeks.

• ADDED VALUE - competitions, 
advertorials, coverage from 
primarytimes.co.uk and social media

• ADVERTISER SATISFACTION  
- over 70% of our advertisers use  
us repeatedly - because it works!

• COST EFFECTIVE - per 1000 pricing 
structure offers exceptional value.

OVER 70%  
of our clients 
are regular 
advertisers

Derbyshire & Staffordshire

Who advertises with us? 
• Derbyshire County Council • National Memorial Arboretum • Drayton Manor 
• Derby Museums • National Adventure Farm  • Staffordshire County Council  
• National Memorial Arboretum • Lichfield Cathedral • Drayton Manor... and many more!

An easy, efficient and cost effective  
way to directly reach local families.

   Above: Family Forest Trail at Hicks Lodge

Ongoing
Sunday Sessions
Attenborough Arts Centre
www.attenborougharts.com
Enjoy crafting, board games, chalkboard 
activities, and more with each week offering up 
new and exciting activities that everyone can get 
involved with. Every session is free for all, with 
no booking required. Drop-in between 12pm 
and 4pm.

CycleSkills Clubs
B-Buddies cic
www.b-buddies.com/cycleskills-clubs
Fun, recreational cycling clubs for riders who are 
wanting to improve their cycling ability, learn 
new skills and try a bit of off-road cycling in an 
engaging and exciting environment. No racing, 
nothing serious, just a fun way to keep active! 
Age 4+ (Adults Welcome).

Biking Buddies Courses
B-Buddies cic
www.b-buddies.com/biking-
buddies-courses
Biking Buddies courses 
have a maximum of 12 
riders age 4-13 years 
and each session is 
full of games and 
activities as well 
as some individual 
attention. Riders leave 
the learn to ride sessions 
with great confidence, 
safety knowledge and skill.

Family Forest Trail
Hicks Lodge
www.forestryengland.uk/hicks-lodge
This trail takes you into the young woodland 
around Hicks Lodge, there are stops along the 
way for you to relax and enjoy the views. The 
Zig-Zags take you down on to the long loop, or 
head back to the visitor centre on the short loop. 
Suitable for pushchairs and wheelchairs as well 
as cycles.

Time for Walkies
Hicks Lodge
www.forestryengland.uk/hicks-lodge
Join Wallace and Gromit for the ultimate forest 
walkies. This interactive dog-focused trail 
features a variety of games and challenges for 
you and your happy hound to complete. Follow 
the route using the OS Maps app to find a series 
of panels.

The Rex Factor - Lost in Time
King Richard III Visitor Centre
www.kriii.com/what-s-on/2022/the-rex-
factor
Exclusively available at the King Richard III Visitor 
Centre, the Rex Factor App is free to download 
and play. Help the time traveller trapped in the 
medieval period, get back to the present day.

CQ Earlies
LCB Depot, Leicester Print Workshop  
and Two Queens
www.phoenix.org.uk/events/cultural-
quarter-earlies
Taking place alongside LCB Depot’s popular 
Easy Saturday event, the programme includes 
free workshops and activities for children and 
families at each venue. Phoenix screens family 
films to coincide with CQ Earlies, with family 
ticket deals available. Second Saturday of  
every month.

Huncote Hound Club
Leicester Animal Aid

www.leicesteranimalaid.org.uk
The Huncote Hound Club is for 

animal lovers aged 5-16. Members 
receive their own special 
newsletter four times a year. 
Members also attend activity 
mornings at the Centre, getting 
up to all sorts of fun from 

cooking to crafts, gardening 
to quizzes. Visit the website to 

sign up!

Lutterworth Country  
Park junior parkrun
Lutterworth Country Park
www.parkrun.org.uk/
lutterworthcountrypark-juniors
A free, fun, and friendly weekly 2k event for 
juniors (4 to 14 year olds). The aim is to have fun. 
Go along and join in whatever your pace! Free to 
join but register before you first go along.

Ninja Warrior UK Leicester
Ninja Warrior UK Leicester
www.ninjawarrioruk.co.uk
Do you have what it takes to be a Ninja Warrior? 
Tackle the fun-packed course inspired by the hit 
ITV show and find out. There are obstacles the 
whole family can enjoy whether you start as a 
Ninja in training, or you’re a bit more of a master. 
Can you beat the wall?

Razzamataz Theatre School
Sir Jonathan North College

www.leicestersouth.razzamataz.co.uk
Razzamataz welcomes students aged 4-18 to 
their Saturday morning classes. They offer every 
child a free Taster Session. To book, visit their 
website leicestersouth.razzamataz.co.uk or 
contact Charlotte at leicestersouth@razzamataz.
co.uk or call 07553031067.

Kumon Free Assessment
Various venues
www.kumon.co.uk
Your local Kumon study centres offer a Free 
Assessment for your child, where you’ll gain 
valuable insight into their current learning level 
and find out what they can achieve over time 
with Kumon. For more information and to book 
your Free Assessment call 0121 420 2005.

Market Harborough Junior Parkrun
Welland Park
www.parkrun.org.uk/marketharborough-
junior
A free, fun and friendly weekly 2k event for 
juniors (4 to 14 year olds) every Sunday at 9am. 
Free but register before you first go along.

Mon 03 Feb to Sun 09 Feb
Children's Mental Health Week
Nationwide
www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk
Place2Be created Children's Mental Health 
Week to empower, equip and give a voice to all 
children and young people in the UK. This year 
they're partnering with Here4You, supported by 
The Walt Disney Company and the Inside Out 2 
characters to explore the theme Know Yourself, 
Grow Yourself.

Fri 07 Feb
Number Day
Nationwide
www.nspcc.org.uk
Take part in 'Dress up for Digits' and have a fun-
filled day of maths activities and games while 
raising money to support services such as Speak 
out Stay safe and Childline. For more information 
and to sign up visit the website.

Sat 08 Feb
Cultural Quarter Earlies:  
Comedy Festival Special
LCB Depot
www.ukkidscomedyfestival.co.uk
Join this monthly creative family day packed 
with laughs with PWYW comedy for kids from 
Dan Nicholas and Philip Simon, the festival's 
smallest comedy club (bring your own jokes) and 
loads more family fun across LCB, Curve, Phoenix, 
Two Queens and Leicester Print Workshop.  
Ages 4-12.

Sat 08 Feb to Sat 15 Feb
Joke Spot @ The Festival Hub
Festival Hub
www.ukkidscomedyfestival.co.uk
Roll up! Roll up! Joke Spot makes you the star as 
anyone under the age of 18 can take to the mic 
and become a comedian. This pop-up stage will 
be touring Leicester throughout the festival and 
it's up to you to drop-in and tell your best jokes!

Sat 08 Feb to Sun 16 Feb
14/48 Takeover - Workshops
Attenborough Arts Centre
www.ukkidscomedyfestival.co.uk
14/48 Takeover gives young 
writers aged 
8-12 the 
chance to work 
with professional 
playwrights and theatre 
makers to produce four 
new plays, brought 
to life for family 
audiences. Each young 
writer attends four 
workshops in total. Free.

Tue 18 Feb
Funnier Than You Think -  
Comedy Workshops
The Menphys Hub
www.ukkidscomedyfestival.co.uk
Menphys present two comedy workshops 
dedicated to showcasing the funny side of 

in Leicestershire 
& Rutland
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Fostering changed my life – Rachel’s story

Advertorial

For Rachel, fostering was always 
part of her life plan, long 
before she made it a reality. It 

wasn’t just a career change—it was 
a shift toward a better quality of 
life, a more manageable work-life 
balance, and more time with her 
son. Reflecting on her decision, 
Rachel attributes it to timing, 
personal loss, and a desire to be 
more present for her child.
“I’d always wanted to foster,” Rachel 
shares. “As a qualified nurse, I had 
spent much of my life caring for 
others, making fostering feel like a 
natural extension. But it wasn’t until 
my son, now eight, was old enough 
to understand the change that I felt 
ready.
“The timing had to be right,” she 
explains. “By the time I began the 
fostering process, my son was on 
board. We had close friends who 
were foster carers, so we knew what 
to expect.
“Before fostering, I balanced a 
demanding corporate career with 
single parenting. My son spent 
more time in after-school clubs than 
with me. Something had to give,” 

Rachel says. “While the pandemic 
allowed me to work from home, it 
didn’t provide the balance I needed. 
I was missing out on my son’s 
school events and I didn’t want to 
regret not being there for him.
“Just as I began my fostering 
journey, I lost my Mum. It was a 
devastating loss,” Rachel shares. “But 
it also gave me a new perspective: 
Life is so short. The loss reaffirmed 
my decision to foster—a choice that 
has changed our lives for the better.

“Fostering has created balance 
in my life. I can now structure my 
days around my son’s needs. I no 
longer rely on after-school care, I 
can do the school run and be more 
involved in his life.
“My son embraced fostering. At 
first, he had to adjust to the fact 
that the babies couldn’t play the 
same way his friends did. He quickly 
developed a strong bond with the 
children. He’s always excited to see 
the babies in the morning,” Rachel 
says with a smile.
“Looking back, I have no regrets 
about leaving my corporate career. 
I’ve absolutely loved fostering,” she 
says. “It’s hard work, but seeing 
the children grow and knowing 
I’ve played a part in that—there’s 
nothing better. Fostering has 
allowed me to be the kind of mum I 
always wanted to be.” 
For anyone considering fostering, 
Rachel offers this advice: “It’s hard 
work, but the rewards are amazing. 
It’s truly the best decision I’ve ever 
made.”
She adds “For those worried about 
financial support, as well as the fees 

and allowances you get as a foster 
carer, there may be other support 
available, especially for single 
parents and low-income families.”
Rachel’s fostering journey has 
brought her closer to her son while 
making a lasting impact on the lives 
of the children in her care. 

Rachel is a short-term foster carer 
with South Gloucestershire Council, 
supporting babies and children up 
to two years old.

Thinking of fostering?
If you’re feeling inspired by 
Rachel’s story we’d love to 
hear from you. We’re holding 
a Fostering Information 
Event on Wednesday 25 June 
at Emersons Green Village 
Hall from 6.30 to 8pm. Visit 
fostersouthglos.org.uk for 
details or to request a Fostering 
Information Pack. You can also 
call 01454 866423.  

Foster Care Fortnight™ is The 
Fostering Network’s yearly 
campaign dedicated to raising 

awareness of foster care and 
celebrating the amazing people 
who open their hearts and homes 
to children in need. It’s a chance 
to recognise the people that work 

together to help children feel safe 
and supported. The theme for 2025 
is The Power of Relationships. During 
this fortnight, many schools and 
communities come together to show 
appreciation for foster carers, with 
hopes that more people will consider 
fostering a child in the future.

Several fostering options are 
available to suit a variety of 
individual circumstances and needs. 
Here are a few to consider:

Short term fostering   
Provides children with a safe, loving 
home usually on a temporary 
basis, until a more stable long-term 
arrangement can be made. This 
could be for a number of days or 
weeks, months, or up to a few years. 

Long term fostering   
The foster family aim to create more 
of a permanent home, caring for 
the child or young person until they 
reach adulthood. 

Emergency foster care   
Temporary care is provided often 
suddenly or at short notice for a 
child in urgent need of safety, until 
more of a long-term home can 
hopefully be arranged.

Private fostering   
An arrangement made between a 
parent and carer, involving a child 

under 16 (or 18 if the child has 
a disability) living in the care of 
someone who is not their parent or 
a close relative for 28 days or more. 
Private foster carers can be from the 
extended family or family friends, 
and the council must be notified of 
the agreement.

The Difference  
Fostering Makes
Fostering aims to transform a child 
or young person’s life, but it can 
also be incredibly rewarding for 
the foster carer too. From knowing 
that you’re helping others during a 
challenging time to learning new 
social and communication skills, 
life lessons and creating memories 
together. Being a foster carer is also 
an impactful way to support your 
local community more widely.

To find out more about Foster Care 
Fortnight™, visit:
www.thefosteringnetwork.org.
uk/get-involved/foster-care-
fortnight 

Fostering: Finding the Avenue for You
Primary Times explores different fostering options ahead of this year’s 
Foster Care Fortnight™ - 12th to 25th May 2025

Avon

14 MAY 2025 primarytimes.co.uk/avon



Derbyshire & Staffordshire

The Summer Family Festival returns to Hornchurch East 
London this July! A great day out featuring tribute acts, 
family shows and loads of attractions. For 10% off visit 

www.haveringmind.org.uk and use the code PRIMARY10.

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN SIMPLY ANSWER...
What colour is the 'FAMILY' font on the front page of this magazine? 

A) Red     B) Yellow     C) Blue     D) Green

WIN!

T&C’s Apply | Closing Date 12th June 2025

WIN A FAMILY TICKET TO THE  
SUMMER FAMILY FESTIVAL AT  

HARROW LODGE PARK, HORNCHURCH

To enter these competitions please visit:
www.primarytimes.co.uk/competitions 

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN SIMPLY ANSWER...
Which one of these activities takes place  
at Mega Camps in the summer holidays? 

A) Fishing     B) Wall climbing     C) Skiiing

WIN A FREE DAY PASS AT A  
MEGA CAMPS VENUE OF YOUR  

CHOICE THIS SUMMER HOLIDAY

Head to the Mega Camps website to  
find the answer to the question below.

T&C’s Apply | Closing Date 15th June 2025

WIN A FREE SUMMER CAMP AT  
PGL WORTH UP TO £398 AT  

YOUR UK CENTRE OF CHOICE

PGL are looking for six kids to try their first camp for free 
this summer holiday! Your child (plus a friend) could win 
an all-inclusive one or two night Multi-Activity Camp for 
two kids. The action-packed itinerary includes outdoor 

adventure activities like raft building, abseiling, zip 
wires and more!

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN ONE OF THREE PRIZES, SIMPLY ENTER: 
https://adventureholidays.pgl.co.uk/pgl-kids-camps-

primary-times/

T&C’s Apply | Closing Date 2nd June 2025

myFirst Camera 50 is a 
cutting-edge AI-powered 

camera designed to inspire 
creativity and storytelling in 

children. With an intuitive 
interface, advanced AI 

editing, and secure sharing 
features, it allows kids to 

capture moments, express 
themselves and connect 

safely. myFirst Camera 50 is 
available to purchase from 

uk.myfirst.tech

FOR A CHANCE TO WIN SIMPLY ANSWER...
Who invented the first digital camera? 

A) Steve Sasson     B) Steve Jobs     C) William Cullen

T&C’s Apply | Closing Date 1st June 2025

WIN A MYFIRST CAMERA 50

REACHING  
over 40,000  

local families

Primary Times Distribution
Primary Times is distributed to primary schools,  
libraries and other outlets in Derbyshire and Staffordshire.
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primarytimes.co.uk
www.primarytimes.co.uk features regional  
and national content including:

• What’s on Listings • News • Competitions 
• Local information for parents and teachers,  
	 including learning resources and party guide

Please ask us about our full range of digital 
advertising opportunities which include:

• Tailored E-shots • Regional and National MPUs 
• Banners or Buttons • Videos 
• Sponsorship and much more

To find out more or to place your advert now 
call Gareth on 07719 050758 or email gareth.macfarlane@primarytimes.co.uk 
Schools Publishing Limited 6 Swan Court, Forder Way, Hampton, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, PE7 8GX

Derbyshire & Staffordshire


